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BRITISH AND GERMAN 


IMPOTENCE 


ORD Curzon’s three-hour address last 

Friday before the Imperial Confer- 
ence was a scathingly critical analysis of 
recent French policy towards Germany. 
But it was more. It was an implicit con- 
fession of British weakness on the con- 
tinent. 

Referring to the German reparations 
liability, fixed at thirty-two billions of 
dollars, the British Foreign Minister said: 

“That total, which has since in some 
quarters assumed an almost sacrosanct 
character, in reality bore no relation to 
what Germany could pay, but was arrived at 
by lumping together the demands of the var- 
ious claimant powers. This total, which is 
well known to be a quite impossible sum 
and which no sane person has ever expect- 
ed that Germany would be able to pay in 
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years’ had ‘not brought a settlement near- 
er. He added: 

“One of the results, at any rate, that we 
anticipated has already been brought about. 
For we see the beginnings of that internal 
disruption which we have all along feared, 
but which we have been consistently told 
to regard as a bogey. And let it be re- 
membered that this disruption is not merely 
an ominous political symptom. It thas a 
portentous economic significance, for it 
means the ultimate disappearance of the 
debtor himself.” 

French writers were quick to remind 
Lord Curzon that he and his former chief, 
Lloyd George, repeatedly threatened 
Germany with the occupation of the Ruhr, 
unless she fulfilled her reparations obli- 
gations, which had been raised to an 
“impossible” sum at least as much by- 
Britain’s insistence on the inclusion of 
pensions and separation allowances as by 
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French claims. Poincaré choosing to ig- 
nore Curzon’s attack which has angered 
rather than frightened the Paris press, 
addressed himself in his sermon last Sun- 
day directly to Premier Baldwin: 
“Instead of quarreling among the Allies, 
why not try to understand one another?.. 
I do not think, any more than Mr. Baldwin, 
that there is an irreducible opposition be- 
tween our policy and that of the British 
Cabinet.... I sincerely hope friendly 
conversations such as we recently had may 
repeat themselves often.... Let us hope 
that in the settlement which interests us 
most, the payment of our damages and the 


liquidation of our inter-allied debts, 

mutual good intentions may bring happy 

results.” 

Poincaré holds the whip hand. He can 
afford to wait. Curzon has no policy ex- 
cept futile scolding. Unless he goon 
evolves some constructive program, the 
former Viceroy of India may find himself 
sacrificed to placate bitter hostility in 
France and growing opposition at home 
from two diametrically opposite direct- 
iO1 ‘rom ] ibor leaders who 
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from the die-hard conservatives who re- 
sent his failure to support France. His 
fall would be greeted in Paris by the same 
rejoicing as that which greeted the dé- 
bacle of Lloyd George. 
Reaction and Separatism 

Germany moves steadily towards re 
action, militarism and perhaps even mon- 
archy. Stresemann’s reorganized Cabinet, 
though granted a vote of confidence last 
Monday and a qualified economic dicta- 
torship, has no solid support from either 
the left or the right. Stinnes and his as- 
sociates, though bitterly assailed as 
traitors to their country by George Bern- 
hard, editor of the democratic Vossische 
Zeitung, wait upon the failure of the Re- 
public as their opportunity to impose 
their will on Germany. The rival mon- 
archists in Bavaria, Hittler and von Kahr, 
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are pooling their forces for a monarchist 
coup and possibly for an open denuncia- 
tion of the Treaty of Versailles. 

France watches complacently. As Arno 
Dosch-Fleurot, writing in the New York 
World, from Berlin, October 7, said: 

“If there is a military dictatorship or if 
the Bavarian attitude toward the Treaty of 
Versailles gets the upper hand in the 
Reich, the French let it be understood that 
then Germany must be ty ony for a sep- 
erate Rhineland and Ruhr by an automatic 
cutting off from the Reich.” 

The next day, two of Poincaré’s most 
bitter political opponents, Painlevé and 
Briand, his predecessors as Premier, 
announced their support of his policy. 

Germany, torn by dissension, and Britain 
unable to make up her mind and without 
military strength on the continent, are 
impotent in the face of a united and en- 
thusiastically determined France. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 

British Politics and Lloyd George 


HE London Express, a paper very 
friendly to Lloyd George, printed 
last Sunday a “hitherto unpublished letter” 
from the former British Premier to Presi- 
dent Wilson written when both men were 
still in office (August 5, 1920). This 
letter, a veiled invitation to Wilson to 
consider cancellation of a portion of the 
allied debts as a part of the general re- 
parations settlement, is being used now 
by Lloyd George’s supporters as a club 
with which to attack Premier Baldwin 
for his recent debt agreement with the 
United States. Lord Beaverbrook and his 
Georgian associates declare that Baldwin, 
by his precipitant settlement, threw away 
Britain’s opportunity to secure better 
terms from the United States, to collect a 
portion of the French debt and to secure a 
larger portion of the German indemnity. 
ivy of these ends could hav heen 
valined oubttful. Asa 
matter of fact, tie Lioyd ‘Saew ve let tel and 
the whole of President Wilson's re ite- 
rorieally rejecting the Britis! proposal 
wer? publis} en in J 192] \nswering 
the Beaverbrook attacks, the enemies of 
Lloyd George declare that his American 
tour is a political dodge calculated to re- 
store his shattered political fortunes. 


The British Imperial Conferences 


EFEATED on the Continent, Britain 

turns with deep interest to the Im- 
perial Conferences which opened in London 
on October 1, for a six-weeks session. It is 
attended by the Premiers of all the self- 
governing dominions—General Smuts for 
South Africa, MacKenzie King for Can- 
ada, W. F. Massey for New Zealand, W. 
R. Warren for Newfoundland, S. M. Bruce 
for Australia, W. T. Cosgrave, President 
of the Executive Council for Ireland. 
India is represented by Viscount Peel, 
Secretary of State for India, the Mahara- 
jah of Alwar and Sir Tej Bahadur Sapra. 
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Page Two 


(The Indian delegates are being sharply 
criticized as unrepresentative.) 

Premier Baldwin opened the Conference 
with a frank résumé of Britain’s domestic 
difficulties and emphasized their rela- 
tions to the unsatisfactory conditions on 
the Continent. 


Sir Philip Lloyd Graeme, President of 
the Board of Trade, the next day outlined a 
broad policy of accelerating the develop- 
ment of the resources of the British Em- 
pire, a euphemistic expression for Imperial 
Preference. General Smuts then elaborated 
the thesis that the Empire should develop 
its latent capacity to produce its essential 
raw materials like tobacco, copper and cot- 
ton “which in great quantity you (Britain) 
still take from America.” Thus, he argued, 
by reducing British imports from the 
United States, the British annual debt pay- 
ments of about one hundred and sixty mil- 
lions of dollars, could be more easily paid. 

Lord Curzon’s attack on France turned 
the Premiers’ attention to questions of 
foreign policy. Like Britain itself, the 
dominions appeared to be divided on the 
basic problem of the Empire’s relation to 
France and Germany. It is intimated 
that the Conference may attempt to form- 
ulate a foreign policy. But whether it does 
so or not, its primary task will be to knit 
closer together the economic resources of 
the vast territories under the British flag. 
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